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“you recognize birds from their singing, you do people from 
their talks” 
( burung dikenal dari nyanyiannya, manusia dikenal dari kata-katanya) 
 
 
“a healthy man has a hundred wishes, a sick man has only one” 
(orang yang sehat hanya mempunyai seratus keinginan, orang yang sakit 
hanya punya satu keinginan) 
 
 
“Only the man who is in the truth is a free man” 
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The major problem of this study is how a child struggle to survive is 
reflected in A Child Called It novel by Dave Pelzer. The aim of this study is to 
analyze the novel based on the structural elements and to analyze the novel based 
on the humanistic psychological approach. 
 
This study belongs to qualitative method. In this method, there are two 
types of data source, namely primary and secondary data source. The primary data 
source is A Child Called It novel itself, while secondary data are taken from some 
information needed. The benefit of this study is to give additional information 
which can be used by other literature researchers who are interested in analyzing 
this novel. 
 
Based on the analysis the writer draws some conclusion as follows. First, 
the story of this novel is based on true story. There is a struggle to survive. So, it 
has relationship between the struggle and Humanistic Psychological. Second, after 
analyzing the structural elements of the novel, it can be concluded that all the 
structural elements, namely, Character and characterization, setting, plot, point of 
view, theme, and figurative language has a unity. Finally, the humanistic 
psychological analysis shows that people will do everything to achieve their goal. 
Dave pelzer, as the main character describes and shows his struggle to fulfill the 
needs which are evaluated in Humanistic Psychological approach. Dave only can  
complete the first basic need, physiological needs, and it is not easy. 
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